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USAID ASSISTANCE TO SIERRA LEONE (in thousands)

	RESOURCES
	FY 2002

(Actual)
	FY 2003

(Prior Request)
	FY 2004

(Request)

	Development Assistance/Child Survival
	$    7,254  
	$   3,868   
	        $    4,227  


	Economic Support Fund
	$  10,225
	               $         0
	 $   5,000

	PL 480 Title II

	          $  24,555
	               $         0
	 $           0

	Democracy and Human

Rights Fund
	          $         70    
	               $       92        

	        TBD

	Special Self-Help Fund
	          $         63      
	               $       63        
	        TBD

	Office of U.S. Foreign

Disaster Assistance
	          $  11,649
	                     TBD
	        TBD

	Office of Transition Initiatives
	          $    1,158
	                      N/A    
	       N/A

	TOTAL PROGRAM FUNDS
	          $ 54,974 
	$  4,023 
	$  9,227



(TBD=TO BE DETERMINED; N/A=NOT APPLICABLE)

USAID’s program in Sierra Leone is one of eight direct U.S. assistance programs in West Africa.  Sierra Leone programs are monitored in USAID/Washington and from the USAID/Guinea office in Conakry.

USAID GOALS

The United States has several important issues at stake in Sierra Leone.  The U.S. has a humanitarian interest in preventing a recurrence of the lawlessness and brutal violence that produced thousands of deaths, injuries, and war crimes, and hundreds of thousands of refugees.  Broad U.S. goals are to help foster an environment in which the government of Sierra Leone can control its own territory, protect its citizens, manage the country’s resources, hold free and fair elections, and make important strides toward economic development.

MAJOR PROGRAM AREAS

Reintegration: This objective assumes that ex-combatants, war-affected youth, and other community members (women, internally displaced persons and returnees) will resettle into their communities if they believe they are returning to a peaceful and stable environment.  Under this objective, USAID provides social, economic and physical support to encourage resettlement and reintegration in war-torn communities. The program provides ex-combatants and war-affected youth with job skills, and income and employment opportunities.  Activities also include training a broader segment of war-affected communities in conflict management, peace-building and nation-building, as well as rebuilding vital public infrastructure in devastated communities.

Strengthening Democratic Institutions: Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil war is widely blamed on years of bad governance, inefficient governance institutions, widespread corruption, and the inequitable distribution of the benefits of the country’s mineral resources.  For years, over two-thirds of the country’s population, particularly women and youth, were marginalized from key decision-making processes, leading to disenfranchisement, a lack of opportunities for dialogue, entrenched poverty, and heightened frustration.  With the return of peace, USAID is addressing these “root causes” of the civil war by enhancing democratic institutions and strengthening democratic governance practices in Sierra Leone through increasing the capacity of communities to make informed political decisions, and internalizing the practices of a democratic society.

OTHER PROGRAM AREAS

Economic Support Fund (ESF): Congress established ESF to promote economic and political stability in strategically important regions where the United States has special security interests.   In Sierra Leone, ESF has funded election-related activities, infrastructure rehabilitation, and governmental institutional strengthening in the diamond sector.  

Public Law 480 Title II (PL 480): Nearly 800 million in the world are food insecure, and many live in sub-Saharan Africa.  Chronic poverty, the persistent lack of economic opportunity either to produce adequate amounts of food or to exchange labor for income needed to purchase food in adequate amounts, is the chief cause of food insecurity.  The Office of Food for Peace, through funding provided by PL 480, makes commodity donations to Cooperating Sponsors to address the needs of food security through 5-year development projects and emergency food assistance.  In Sierra Leone, USAID is providing PL 480 emergency food commodities.
Democracy and Human Rights Fund (DHRF): USAID supports a small grants program which provides assistance through indigenous organizations who implement small, short-term, highly targeted country-level activities in support of human rights and democratic institutions.  In Sierra Leone, DHRF activities include support to a human rights clinic and efforts to address sexual and gender-based violence.  

Special Self-Help (SSH) Fund: SSH supports community-based development activities that have an immediate impact.  In Sierra Leone, SSH funds skills training and income-generating activities.
Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA): OFDA’s mandate is to save lives, reduce human suffering and mitigate the economic impact of natural and man-made disasters worldwide.  Its unique role is to coordinate international disaster assistance for the U.S. government.  In Sierra Leone, OFDA activities provide support to a variety of sectors, including agriculture and food security, emergency health, therapeutic and supplementary feeding, water and sanitation, and shelter.  

Office of Transition Initiatives (OTI): OTI helps local partners advance peace and democracy in priority conflict-prone countries.  Seizing critical windows of opportunity, OTI works on the ground to provide fast, flexible, short-term assistance targeted at key transition needs.  OTI exited Sierra Leone in March 2002 and handed off on-going activities to the USAID Mission in Conakry, Guinea.  While in Sierra Leone, OTI was involved in working with youth reintegration, conflict diamonds, media, and election assistance.
Public Private Alliance (PPA): PPA is USAID’s business model for the 21st century—our commitment to change the way we implement our assistance mandate.  The PPA will serve as a catalyst to mobilize the ideas, efforts, and resources of the public sector; corporate America and non-governmental organizations in support of shared objectives.  In Sierra Leone, these funds are being used to support the creation of a partnership among USAID, the diamond industry, non-governmental organizations, the Government of Sierra Leone (GOSL), and communities in the diamond-rich district of Kono.  This partnership will work to increase legal diamond mining activity, improve working conditions for miners, and increase the flow of benefits to diamond-producing communities.  

Grants Program: Since 1961, the Office of Private and Voluntary Cooperation in the USAID Bureau for Democracy, Conflict and Humanitarian Assistance (DCHA/PVC) has operated the ocean freight reimbursement program to subsidize registered U.S. PVOs for their ocean freight transportation costs.  Several grants were approved for Adventist Development and Relief Agency International, for Blessings International, for the Brother’s Brother Foundation, for the Christian Relief Services Charities, for Direct Relief International, for the Lutheran World Relief, for the MAP International, and for the Salesian Missions to defray part of the transportation costs for selected commodity shipments to Sierra Leone.
For additional information, contact USAID’s Sierra Leone Country Development Officer at

(202) 712-0220

Some useful Sierra Leone websites:

http://www.usaid.gov/country/afr/sl/
http://www.usaid.gov/hum_response/ofda/98annual/sleone.html
http://www.usaid.gov/ofda/sleon_sr1_fy01.html
http://www.usaid.gov/hum_response/oti/country/sleone/diamonds.html
http://www.sierra-leone.org/
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/sl.html
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/5475.htm
http://www.usaid.gov/democracy/afr/sierraleone.html
http://www.countrywatch.com/cw_country.asp?vCOUNTRY=153
http://www.undp.org/hdr2002/indicator/cty_f_SLE.html
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