EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Freetown, Sierra Leone

DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS FUND

INFORMATION SHEET

I.
PROGRAM INTRODUCTION/OBJECTIVES

The Democracy and Human Rights Fund (DHRF) provides a mechanism to support and strengthen democratic institutions and civil societies, as well as adopt and adhere to democratic values and practices, in African countries.

The goals and purpose of the DHRF program is to finance project activities and support a change in the democratic institutions, the promotion of political pluralism, and human and civil rights.  These programs are written only on a short-term basis (12 months from the date the agreement is signed).  The DHRF ceiling fund amount is $25,000.  The general amount usually varies between $ 10,000 to $ 15,000.

II.
CRITERIA FOR DHRF ELGIBILITY

Proposed project must fall under the following categories:

1. Human Rights:

Including education, human rights NGO start-ups, creative projects to improve respect/ enforcement of human rights, torture victim rehabilitation.

2. Legal:

Including the publication, translation into minority dialects and dissemination of the Constitution and other laws, legal education, bar and legal association start-ups, legal aid projects. 

3. Judicial Action:

Projects geared toward the development and improvement of the judicial system, training of modern/traditional judicial officials-on the rule of law or the role of the judicial branch in a democracy.

4. Legislature:

Projects geared toward improving the Legislature’s efficiency, and training MPs and their staff.

5. Civic Education:

Public education and training for independent journalists on the role played by the independent media in a democracy, technical assistance, support to journalist association start-ups, public awareness campaign or voting rights and/or the social costs of public corruption. 

6. Women’s Rights:

 Education, counseling and legal aid for the prevention of violence against women or female genital mutilation, empowerment of women, women-led NGO start-ups, increased access of women and ethnic groups to the judicial system and the political processes 

7. Elections:

Limited assistance is available to independent electoral commissions, local agents or NGO's responsible for following up the electoral process.

8. Conflict Resolution:

Limited intervention in promoting tolerance and understanding among various groups which

make up the society (ethnic, religious, or political factions).

N.B.

Projects related to the purchase of vehicles, furniture, direct support to political parties and

projects related to military programs and police activities are not accepted.   

III.
PROJECT


1.  Presentation of the Project

Information on the beneficiaries:

· Name and title of person in charge of the project and acting as coordinator with the DHR fund.

· Name, address, and telephone number of the beneficiary organization.

· Brief description of the organization presenting the project.  Establishment date, location of

headquarters of project.  Number of members, number of people employed, source of 

funding, bank account number, name of treasurer, and name of auditor.

2.  Project Context

· Description of the aims and objectives of the project.  How will the project respond to

   eligibility criteria?

3.  Project Description 

· Scheduled date for the commencement of the project.

· Step by step description of the activities in the implementation of the project.

· List any other past activities carried out by the NGO. 

N.B.

It is necessary to present a provisional calendar of the activities in carrying out the project and a complete breakdown of the budget. 

IV.
 TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSAL

· December 31st each year:

The last day for submission of each proposal for the following fiscal year, but proposals

can be submitted throughout the year (Review of proposals start in January and ends in March and allocations are made by April).

· June: 

Financial agreements signed for projects that have been submitted in December of the previous year and subsequently approved.

N.B.

Even if the project and organization satisfy the criteria, not all projects submitted will

necessarily be accepted.  Even those accepted may not receive the total amount requested.  All

projects selected for funding must meet USAID's legal terms and, therefore, legal clearance 

is necessary before approval.

V.
CRITERIA AND INFORMATION ON THE USE OF DHRF

1. The use of funds is not authorized for other projects that do not fall under the DHRF criteria,

e.g., funds which have been signed for civic education cannot be used to organize a press

conference on the rights of children, even if the organization is involved in both activities.  

Funds can only be used to fund activities outlined in the signed agreement.

The collective agreement can fund the following aspects: 

· Preparation of campaign (e.g., meeting in a rented space)

· Transportation to and from the meeting place.

· Meals and other transport fares for conference participants, organizers and trainers.

2. Usually, there is a waiting period of one month from the date the invoice is submitted and the time the check arrives. 

