
West African Posts

Togo
American Corners Dedicated in Eleven Public Libraries:  
August 4-8, PAS Lome dedicated American Corners in eleven public libraries. The grueling south to north five-day trip covered more than 600 km.  The PAO, IRC Director and an official from the Ministry of Culture participated in the trip.  At each library, the local authorities expressed their gratitude. In her speeches, the PAO recognized the growing numbers of people studying English in Togo and underscored the importance of U.S./Togo friendship.

Results: An excellent initiative and excellent program.  The American Corners will serve as a reference for Togolese who live in areas of the country with meager resources.  With an ever-growing interest to learn English, there was much appreciation for the books.  Access to the books will stimulate students and provide teachers with newer teaching techniques.  Several articles on the American Corners have appeared in the national press as well as on national TV.

The Ambassador and the PAO Speak at Commencement Ceremony of Lome's English Language Center (ELC):  Ambassador Engle and PAO Ellen Irvine gave brief speeches and handed out certificates of accomplishment to students graduating during the April 5 to July 2 semester.  There were 441 adults in the regular program and 60 students in the youth program.  The ELC continues to grow, and many students were turned away for summer programs. 

Results:  The number of applications provides clear evidence of the growth in interest in English study and of the importance of our ELC.  The teachers of the ELC look forward to expanding classroom numbers and adding teachers.  They recently became an NGO and will be seeking separate quarters when construction of the new American Embassy begins.

Announcement of 2003 Ambassador’s Fund Grant: On August 29 Ambassador Engle announced the second award to Togo in a morning ceremony with the new Minister of Culture.  There was extensive media coverage, and the first broadcast of the news was at noon on a popular local radio station.  The grant will restore a portion of a 17th century wall and courtyard of an historic town to the northeast of Lome. 

Result:  Togolese are proud of their historic sites and lament the rampant deterioration and this contribution toward preserving an important antiquity touches people at all levels of society.  The new Minister is a professor of archaeology and worked at the site as a student in the early 1980s.  It is expected that her influence will start a movement to create national monuments of this, and the site that received Ambassador’s Funds in 2002.

Sierra Leone
Speaker on Decentralization:  As part of Freetown's democracy speaker series, post hosted the recently retired Lt. Governor of South Dakota, Carole Hillard who focused on decentralization and empowerment of local government. She met with senior political leadership, including the Vice President of GOSL and held a seminar attended by almost half the country's parliamentarians, including the head of the opposition party.  She was a guest on a nationally televised political talk show and participated in a radio program that airs on community stations spanning the entire country.  

Results:  Her exceptional performance and message resonated especially well in the provinces particularly with women who were inspired by her personal achievements.  The highlight of her visit was a trip to Makeni, where she was host of the local minister.  Hundreds of residents and officials attended her decentralization workshop there.  The timing of her visit was important, as Sierra Leone is planning its first local government elections in over 30 years.

Dedication of Projects in Kono:  PAS Freetown handled the media and assisted in event logistics for two USAID projects this week:  Dedication of the Koidu Government Hospital and the launch of the Kono Peace Diamond Alliance. President Kabbah, the Vice President, cabinet members, parliamentarians, and leadership from the most important elements of the dip corps attended along with thousands of local residents.  

Results:  This was a hugely successful day for the entire embassy and press coverage was extensive. 

Benin
Economic Development/ Democracy: PAS Cotonou hosted ARS speaker Kang S. "Rock" Huang, who visited Benin to hold a series of NGO management seminars.  PAS devised a rigorous schedule for Mr. Huang, including the coordination of several workshops for environmental, HIV/AIDS, health, women's education and human rights NGOs, to provide instruction and answer questions about basic management principles, fundraising, human resource issues and budget and financial planning concerns.  The PAO and Mr. Huang also hosted a luncheon for contacts from the Ministries of Health, Family and Environment to discuss how to better improve collaboration between the public and NGO sectors to achieve economic growth, sustainable development practices and environmental preservation.

Results: Outstanding.  Mr. Huang's seminars provided the enthusiastic participants with basic management tools to start better allocating their resources. A tangential benefit from the seminars and luncheon was that the groups were provided with networking opportunities with their counterparts.  PAS plans to follow up with the local NGO Ministry in Cotonou to help arrange a larger NGO management forum to further instill the lessons from the visit.

Signing Ceremony for USAID Project: PAS worked with USAID to coordinate a signing ceremony allocating $16 million to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to strengthen girls' education programs, provide greater access to quality health services and help foster good governance practices by reducing corruption and promoting decentralization.

Results: Outstanding. PAS coordinated and received an overwhelming amount of press coverage for this event, which allowed the public-at-large to learn about the U.S. Mission's efforts on major MPP themes such as reducing corruption, promoting education for girls and improving the public health sector.  All three television stations covered the event, and subsequent coverage was carried in eight different daily papers and on two local radio stations.

Human Rights:  PAS assisted the Embassy's political section and the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL) in organizing a signing ceremony granting $2 million USD in DOL funds to the Ministries of Family, Labor, Education and Justice to combat child labor in Benin.  The funds will go toward increasing educational opportunities in areas that have a high incidence of child labor.

Results:  Outstanding.  Child labor is a major problem in Benin, and fighting this insidious practice is a key Mission goal.  The signing ceremony received ample press coverage, providing the public-at-large with key Mission messages concerning human rights and our commitment to combating child labor and trafficking.  TV Channel LC2 covered the event, as well as TV station ORTB, which has a nationwide reach and a subsequent audience of approximately four million. Several local radio stations and newspaper journalists also covered the event.   PAS Cotonou also provided the Child Trafficking pamphlets and posters produced in Washington to ceremony participants, for further dissemination and display in their respective organizations.  
Nigeria
Lagos Retrospective on the 40th Anniversary of the March on Washington:  On August 21, PAS Lagos hosted a standing room only Retrospective on the 40th Anniversary of the March on Washington.  Consul General Robyn Hinson-Jones opened the program with a stirring reflection of her own family’s 1963 discussion of the march’s meaning.  The program consisted of a series of video vignettes from relevant documentaries, Dr. J. Lorand Matory, a Harvard Professor in Anthropology and Afro-American Studies led an exhilarating roundtable discussion featuring U.S. and Nigerian speakers, Dr. Judith Byfield, U.S. Fulbright Researcher, University of Ibadan, among others.  The program concluded with a reception in the PAS courtyard followed by a lively performance by the Iroko band. 

Results: Outstanding. The audience, consisting of prominent Nigerians from the judiciary, medicine, law, the media and civil society, drew parallels between our struggle to form ‘more perfect union’ and the challenges facing Nigeria’s emerging democracy.  There were repeated calls for greater government transparency and accountability.  Nigeria’s major Govt.-owned TV network featured the program on its network news.
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Fr. John Sheehan held the audience spellbound as he recounted his experience at the March on Washington.

Central African Posts

Congo-Brazzaville:
Singer Ursuline Kairson thrills audiences:  On July 4-5,

Ms. Kairson, demonstrated her considerable singing talent during a performance for 450 people at the Ambassador's residence, followed by a concert at the French Cultural Center before a crowd of 350.  She ended the program by holding a three-hour workshop for local musicians to help them improve their skills and enhance their knowledge of American music.

Results:  Her performance was so strong and her talent and skills so impressive that her show at the Ambassador's residence was covered on both the state-owned and commercial television stations all day as well as in the local print media.  Her visit to Brazzaville also helped forge a partnership with the French Cultural Center (CCF) where she also performed to a crowd of 350 and assisted with the development of a memorandum of understanding between the Embassy and CCF for future partnership activities.  Ms. Kairson was also featured on a local talk show focused on Congo's youth.

Fabulous Four Shine at FESPAM: The American Music group known as the "Fab Four," became one of the headliners for the August 2-9 Pan African Music Festival, or FESPAM.  The group received rave reviews for their performances before a crowd of nearly 4,000, and a wider audience via the media. 

Results: The Embassy and the USG were commended by the GOG for being the only non-African country to contribute to FESPAM.  The impact was enormous -- there were 40,000 people in the stadium and another 20,000 watching on television.  Their performances were covered on both state-owned and commercial television, as well as live on the French TV CFI.       

Rwanda
Resolution of Regional Conflict

Senior administration officials visit Kigali: The Deputy Commander of U.S. European Command, General Charles F. Wald, visited Rwanda on August 20, with Dr. Jendayi E. Frazer, Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for African Affairs at the National Security Council.  General Wald and Dr. Frazer met with Ambassador McMillion as well as senior Rwandan officials, including President Kagame.  The General and his delegation visited Kigali’s Gisozi Genocide Memorial, where they laid a wreath in memory of victims of the 1994 Genocide.

Results: Excellent.  General Wald’s visit was the lead item aired on national television.  State-run media featured his visit to the President’s office, where talks addressed regional security relationships in the Great Lakes region and security cooperation with Rwanda.

USAID provides over USD 10 million to support development activities in Rwanda: USAID signed agreements last week for over USD 10.55 million (5,737,934,000 RWF) to support development activities in Rwanda during 2003.  The funds will be used to acquire commodities, train personnel, offer technical assistance, and distribute food.  Additional funding from President Bush’s HIV/AIDS funds is included in the budget. USAID expects to receive an additional million dollars for development activities before September 30, when the fiscal year ends.

Result: Excellent.  State-run Radio Rwanda broadcast an interview with Mr. Patrick Henderson, Mission Director of USAID Rwanda, in which he highlighted U.S. support for strengthening democracy and governance, the agricultural sector, and health activities in Rwanda.  The New Times, Rwanda’s leading English-language newspaper, also reported USAID’s announcement. 

U.S. Ambassador signs environmental education agreement: Ambassador McMillion joined Rwanda’s Minister of Education, Romain Murenzi at a August 21 signing ceremony to finalize an agreement between the Rwanda’s Ministry of Education and NASA on NASA’s Globe Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment (GLOBE) program.  Rwanda now joins over 100 other countries participating in this program.

Result: Positive.  The signing ceremony at the Ministry of Education was aired on Rwanda Television. The Minister of Education recognized the important role the U.S. Government has played in the development of technology in Rwanda.

Kigali participates in Prison AFNET AIDS program:  Prison administrators, government officials and various HIV activists from Rwanda participated in an August 15 AFNET program on addressing HIV/AIDS in prison populations.  The objective of the program was to support efforts by the GOR to identify gaps in the overall national response to HIV/AIDS correctional institutions and build partnerships between organizations and other stakeholders.  The program was also an opportunity for post to help strengthen capacity in management, policy formulation and coordination of HIV/AIDS activities in overcrowded Rwandan prisons.

Result: Positive.  Participants applauded ideas delivered during the program by Washington guests, including Mic Gardener and Katie Kramer.  Their experiences in the field helped Rwandans understand the importance of helping prepare HIV-infected inmates who have been released or paroled for transition back to the community.  

East African Posts

Addis Ababa
Journalism Training Workshop Receives Front-page Coverage:

The director of PAS Addis IRC Center and PAS’ summer intern designed and implemented a seminar on August 18-19 for four journalism teachers from the Ethiopia Media Training Institute.  Using PowerPoint presentations, PAS staff demonstrated Internet search techniques including web search strategies and Internet resources for journalists.  The staff also spoke about the IRC’s products and services and about U.S. journalism degree programs.

Results:  The journalism teachers praised the training program and expressed interest in IRC services for journalists.  The training program got front-page coverage in several nationwide newspapers.

Dar es Salaam
Serengeti-Yellowstone Cooperation: PAS organized a press conference by Yellowstone wildlife biologist Glen Plumb on August 25 to announce a new cooperative relationship between two of the world’s best known national parks: Serengeti National Park in Tanzania and Yellowstone Park in the U.S.  Dr. Plumb was in Tanzania to continue discussions between the two parks.

Results:  Dr. Plumb and a USAID officer both did an extraordinary job in portraying the mutual benefits from the cooperation between Serengeti and Yellowstone. 

South African Posts

Botswana
CODEL Frist Discusses Trade and Investment Opportunities and HIV/AIDS Programs in Botswana: U.S. Senators Bill Frist, John Warner, Mike DeWine, Mike Enzi, Lamar Alexander and Norm Coleman visited Botswana August 25-27, to meet with government officials and business leaders to discuss trade and investment opportunities and to learn about the country’s programs to fight HIV/AIDS.  Dr. Joseph O'Neill, the Director of the White House Office of National AIDS Policy, accompanied the delegation.  PAS Gaborone organized press coverage of a business breakfast on August 26 at which Ambassador Huggins, Senator Frist, and Minister of Trade and Industry Jacob Nkate spoke about the benefits of AGOA and the SACU FTA.

Results:  The visit of the six high-ranking Republican Senators received positive media coverage on government-owned tv and radio stations, the government's newspaper Daily News, the independent weekly paper, and AP wire service articles.

Botswana Television Airs Part II of HIV/AIDS Docudrama: 

On August 28, the second episode of a two-part docudrama encouraging Batswana to visit HIV/AIDS Voluntary Counseling and Testing Centers (VCTCs) is scheduled to air on the popular program "Re Mmogo" on Btv.  The program was made over the last eight months in collaboration with various entities of the GOB, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention), the Embassy's Regional Environment and Health Office and PAS Gaborone.  While more than 75,000 Batswana have visited the VCTCs, many people have not yet gone for HIV testing and counseling.  The purpose of the Btv program is to familiarize people with the Centers’ services so that they are aware that they will receive caring, professional attention and will visit them.

Results:  Btv had already received considerable positive feedback from the first episode aired on Aug. 21.  Post hopes that this series will help to change the culture of fear that often surrounds HIV-AIDS testing. 

Mozambique
Codel Frist in Mozambique:  Following a meeting with President Chissano 8/23, Senator Frist led a CODEL of six Senators and did a brief interview that was the leading story on TV Mozambique's national news that evening and on Radio Mozambique's evening news as well.  In the interview, Frist trumpeted the Administration's support of HIV/AIDS Program for Africa and also praised President Chissano's own Government efforts.

 

Results:  Outstanding.  The fact that the Frist interview appeared as the lead story on both national TVM and Radio Mozambique ensured that the CODEL's visit and purpose received nationwide coverage.  As the lead story, local affiliate television and radio stations then translated it into local languages for rebroadcast the following day.   
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CODEL Frisk with Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano
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