SUBJECT: SIERRA LEONE EMERGENCY: AMBASSADOR’S DECLARATION FOR FY03 REVALIDATION OF CONTINUING DISASTER

REF:  (A) STATE 206910, (B) FREETOWN 00737

1.  The ongoing complex emergency in Sierra Leone is the result of civil war that claimed tens of thousands of lives since 1991 and, at its peak, displaced nearly half of the country’s 4.5 million inhabitants.  

2.  Although the war officially ended in January 2002, there is a continued and critical need for humanitarian assistance activities to help the population of Sierra Leone recover.  Thousands of refugees and internally displaced Sierra Leoneans are beginning to return to their home areas, largely destroyed during the years of conflict.  The Government of Sierra Leone (GoSL) has established a liaison agency, the National Commission for Social Action, to help identify the needs of the communities and coordinate GoSL and international community interventions. Unfortunately, the needs of the vulnerable populations still far outweigh the ability of the government to respond adequately.  

3.  There are populations with dire needs throughout Sierra Leone.  The populations living in the northern and eastern regions, which were front-line areas of conflict, are particularly vulnerable.  In these areas much of the most basic infrastructure was destroyed, including individual homes, primary health care units and water wells. In Kailahun district, for example, a multi-agency assessment found that 80 percent of houses had been destroyed in most areas.  Interventions in health, water and sanitation are critical to stabilizing the health status of the resident and returnee populations.  Food security is also vulnerable since the areas primarily affected were the “breadbasket” of Sierra Leone.  The provision of basic agricultural inputs and technical assistance will be crucial to reduce the need for imported food and to secure household food security.  These needs are more thoroughly outlined in Ref B.

4.  Accordingly, I have determined that a disaster exists that is beyond the capacity of the host country to address.  I request continued assistance by USAID’s Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) during FY2003.

-- Ambassador Chaveas 

