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Military Training and Reform

· Our bilateral programs in Africa are a success thanks to the efforts and emphasis that the host nation Armed Forces put forth to make these programs work. The Civil Military Relations Seminar conducted last month is one example of how we want to increase our military-to-military contacts with Sierra Leone. We intend to continue to provide the Ministry of Defense with seminars of this nature.  

· We congratulate you on your success in reorganizing, training and deploying the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF). We fully support the International Military Advisory and Training Team (IMATT) and will make every effort to continue and provide three top notch US Military officers to the IMATT.

· The RSLAF has been very cooperative and progressive in the fight against AIDS.  Our DoD HIV/AIDS awareness program is ongoing and we are looking for ways to expand our mil-mil cooperation into this important realm. The key to success in containing the spread of HIV is strong and vocal support from the most senior leadership in this country.

· Your participation in ECOWAS is crucial to the success of regional peace and stability. We have already initiated a program to build what will become the ECOWAS depot here in Freetown. This is the former PAE compound in Murray Town. We intend to use the extensive inventory of military logistics equipment as a tool for training and supporting ECOWAS militaries. The first training will be a joint communications equipment issue and training program between the RSLAF and the Guinean Armed Forces this year.

· We appreciate your efforts to embrace our communications program. The RSLAF has demonstrated a capacity to use, maintain and install sophisticated communications equipment with minimum support from us. We intend to provide you with a robust training and equipment package this year and we look forward to increasing and expanding our communications training and maintenance program with the RSLAF.

· We have not forgotten about the Sierra Leone Navy, which has an important role in patrolling the coastal waters and protecting your rich fisheries. A representative of the US Navy will conduct a survey of your port facilities this year. We are also considering sending a Naval Military Training Team (MTT) to Sierra Leone next year. In the year 2004 we may have a US Naval ship visit and exercise in Sierra Leone during the West African Training Cruise (WATC).

Regional Stability

· We commend the GOSL for the leading role in efforts to resolve the conflict in Liberia. 

· We urge you to continue to play an active role in the ECOWAS multilateral efforts to ensure regional stability.  

Refugees

· We appreciate the GOSL’s efforts to provide refuge for so many victims of civil war in Liberia. Your protection of refugees has been exemplary, and we recognize that the Sierra Leonean people have also suffered from the destabilization brought on by the civil wars in the Mano River.
